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Sean As(n has shared his heart with the world through iconic roles as Mikey Walsh in 
The Goonies, the (tle character of Rudy, Samwise Gamgee in the Lord of the Rings 
trilogy, and Bob Newby in Stranger Things. Sean is a husband, father, actor, producer, 
director, voice ar(st, author, and advocate whose career has spanned more than four 
decades across film, television, theater, anima(on, and public service. Known for 
performances that embody perseverance, compassion, humor, and loyalty, Sean has 
become one of the most beloved and recognizable performers of his genera(on. 
 
Early Career 
With both his parents being well-known, respected actors (Academy Award winning 
actress PaHy Duke, The Miracle Worker, and actor John As(n The Addams Family), it’s 
no surprise that Sean’s career spans four decades with over 180 ac(ng credits. Sean 
began ac(ng at a young age and made his television debut opposite his mother, 
Academy Award-winning actress PaHy Duke, in the television film Please Don’t Hit Me, 
Mom. He achieved interna(onal recogni(on shortly thereaQer with his breakout role as 
Mikey Walsh in Steven Spielberg and Richard Donner’s landmark adventure film The 
Goonies. The film became a defining cultural touchstone of the 1980s and remains 
beloved by audiences worldwide. Sean appeared in several more films as a young adult, 
garnering Young Ar(st Awards for performances in The Goonies, Staying Together, and 
as the lead character Billy Tepper in Toy Soldiers. 
 
Memorable Roles in Film 
As Sean transi(oned from child actor to adult performer, he earned acclaim for a wide 
range of drama(c and comedic performances, including roles in Memphis Belle, The Low 
Life, and the inspira(onal football drama Rudy. His portrayal of Daniel “Rudy” RueXger 
established Sean as a defining cinema(c underdog figure and cemented the movie’s 
enduring place in American sports culture. 
 
Sean experienced a major career milestone when he was cast as Samwise “Sam” 
Gamgee in Peter Jackson’s The Lord of the Rings Trilogy released in 2001, 2002 and 
2003. His character, Sam, became the heart of the epic fantasy series, with his portrayal 
earning widespread praise from cri(cs and audiences alike. Across the trilogy, Sean 
received numerous honors, including the Saturn Award for Best Suppor(ng Actor, 
ensemble recogni(on from the Screen Actors Guild for The Lord of the Rings: The Return 
of the King, and the film won the Academy Award for Best Picture in 2003. 
 

http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0000276/


Television 
Throughout his career, Sean has maintained a remarkably diverse body of work across 
television. His credits include recurring and guest-starring roles in 24, Jeremiah, 
Guillermo Del Toro’s The Strain, The Big Bang Theory, Brooklyn Nine-Nine, Supergirl, 
Young Rock, Perry Mason, and seasons 5-7 of The Conners. Sean starred opposite 
Melissa Joan Hart in Ne_lix’s mul(-camera family dramedy No Good Nick. In 2017, he 
joined the acclaimed Ne_lix phenomenon Stranger Things as beloved Radio Shack 
manager Bob Newby, a role that quickly resonated with audiences and introduced him 
to a new genera(on of viewers. 
 
Voice Ac(ng 
Sean has also built an extensive voice ac(ng and narra(on career. He was the voice of 
Raphael in Nickelodeon’s popular Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles (2012-2017). He voiced 
the paranoid Siamese cat Chester in Bunnicula (2016-2018); and is the Narrator for The 
Epic Tales of Captain Underpants (2018-2020). He reprised his role as Shazam from the 
animated TV series JusRce League AcRon (2016-2020) to take the lead in the full-length 
feature film, LEGO DC: Shazam - Magic & Monsters (2020). Sean provided the narra(on 
for audiobook versions of F. ScoH Fitzgerald's The Great Gatsby (2021), Max Brooks' 
MinecraW: The Mountain (2021) and MinecraW: The Village (2023). He starred as the 
(tle character of Scrooge (2023) in a new audio drama(za(on of Dicken's A Christmas 
Carol, and voiced a lovelorn vampire in Felicia Day's Third Eye (2023). He can also be 
heard in a plethora of other animated shows, video games, audio dramas and 
narra(ons. 
 
Recent and Upcoming Roles 
In film, Sean con(nues to work across genres ranging from comedy and fantasy to 
drama and thriller. Sean's latest feature films include Chili Finger (2026) opposite Judy 
Greer, John Goodman, and Bryan Cranston and MaYer of Time (2026) opposite his real- 
life daughter, actress Ali As(n. Other recent (tles include Charming the Hearts of Men, a 
film about the civil rights struggle of the 60s costarring Kelsey Grammar and Anna Friel 
and the comedy iMordecai, where Sean stars as the son of Judd Hirsch and Carol Kane. 
Sean also portrayed Gabriel in the faith-based sci-fi thriller The ShiW and was in the 
family comedy Holiday Twist, both of which coincidentally also starred Neal 
McDonough; and the fantasy Man and Witch with Tami Stronach, Christopher Lloyd and 
Michael Emerson, which Sean both narrates and voices the dog. Sean appeared in the 
true-crime thriller The Man in the White Van, and new cult classic horror/comedy 
Invisible Raptor. More recent films include the poli(cal thriller A Social Contract, the 
western Guns of RedempRon, the drug crime drama LiYle Lorraine, and Love Hurts 
where he reunites with fellow Goonie, Ke Huy Quan. 
 



Direc(ng and Producing Work 
Sean has also pursued work behind the camera as a producer and director. Alongside his 
wife, producer Chris(ne As(n, Sean directed the Academy Award-nominated short film 
Kangaroo Court (1995). He later directed the short film The Long and Short of It while 
filming in New Zealand during The Lord of the Rings. It was selected as an official entry 
at the 2003 Sundance Film Fes(val and gained massive visibility when it was included as 
a special feature on The Lord of the Rings: The Two Towers DVD. Sean also directed for 
episodic television: Perversions of Science (1997), 100 Deeds for Eddie McDowd (1999), 
Jeremiah (2003), and Angel (2003). Sean’s producing projects span from independent 
films to documentary mini series including Playing with Power: The Nintendo Story 
(2021), Remember the Sultana (2018), and Unlocked: The World of Games, Revealed 
(2016). 
 
Broadway and Theatrical 
AQer four decades of captured performances, Sean ventured in front of a live theater 
audience, first as Joseph Stalin in Shostakovich and the Black Monk: A Fantasy (2018-
2019) that included the Emerson String Quartet, and then as Dr. Moricet in the 
American premiere of Bang! Bang! (2018), John Cleese's adapta(on of a 19th century 
French farce. During the pandemic, he performed a rive(ng one-man digital drama Fire 
in the Garden (2021) for the New Jersey Repertory Company. Sean made his Broadway 
debut playing both Santa and Mr. Greenway in Elf the Musical, based on the popular 
2003 film Elf, running November 2024 to January 2025 at the Marquis Theater.  
 
Ac(vist 
Outside of entertainment, Sean has maintained a lifelong commitment to civic 
engagement and nonprofit work. He served in two non-par(san Presiden(al 
appointments. In 1995, under President Bill Clinton, he became a Civilian Aide to the 
Secretary of the Army, serving for 10 years under six secretaries in two administra(ons. 
In 2012, Sean led a poli(cal podcast to foster civil discourse in the na(onal conversa(on 
called Vox Populi: Voice of the ‘Occasionally’ Interested People, which featured over 
thirty bi-par(san discussions. In December 2022, the Secretary of the Army, Chris(ne 
Wormuth, gave Sean CASA Emeritus status for his con(nued support of service 
members and their families. The Military Women's Memorial awarded him the 2024 
Patriot Leadership Award for his con(nued service and leadership. He was also 
appointed by President George W. Bush to his Council on Service and Civic Par(cipa(on, 
whose mission was to promote a culture of volunteerism and civic engagement. He was 
awarded the John F. Kennedy Profile in Courage Award in 2025. Sean has campaigned in 
local and na(onal poli(cal races for causes and candidates he believes in since 1992. 
 

http://elfonbroadway.com/


Advocate 
Sean has long advocated publicly for literacy and mental health awareness. He has 
served on the board of several non-profit organiza(ons, including the Los Angeles Valley 
College's Patrons Associa(on and Arts Council, the AFI (American Film Ins(tute) board of 
trustees and the National Center for Family Literacy. He is a vocal advocate and 
volunteer for many issues including literacy, mental health awareness and civic 
engagement, and he frequently gives speeches on these topics. Sean was elected 
President of SAG-AFTRA in 2025 and led the union's TV/Theatrical contract nego(a(ons 
with major Hollywood studios alongside Chief Nego(ator Duncan Crabtree-Ireland. Sean 
is following in the footsteps of his mother, who also served as President of SAG, making 
Sean the first ever, second genera(on Screen Actor’s Guild President. Before being 
elected as President, Sean was a member of SAG-AFTRA's na(onal and Los Angeles local 
boards and served on five separate nego(a(ng commiHees. This includes playing a key 
role on the TV/Theatrical Nego(a(ng CommiHee during the union's historic 118-day 
strike in 2023. 
 
Public Speaking 
Sean As(n is an accomplished keynote speaker and lecturer whose speaking 
engagements span universi(es, nonprofit organiza(ons, military events, leadership 
forums, entertainment conferences, and civic ins(tu(ons across the United States. 
Drawing from more than four decades in film and television, Sean combines personal 
storytelling, humor, and advocacy with prac(cal conversa(ons about resilience, service, 
leadership, crea(vity, and mental health awareness. Sean’s speaking topics include 
mental health advocacy, civic duty, volunteerism, literacy, poli(cal engagement, health 
and wellness for children, filmmaking, labor leadership, and the role of storytelling in 
shaping culture. Much of his work in mental health advocacy has been informed by the 
legacy of his mother, Academy Award-winning actress and mental health advocate PaHy 
Duke, whose public discussions of bipolar disorder helped des(gma(ze conversa(ons 
surrounding mental illness. Sean frequently speaks about growing up in a household 
shaped by mental health struggles and advocacy, approaching the topic through a 
deeply personal but accessible lens centered on empathy, representa(on, and public 
understanding. 
 
Sean has delivered keynote speeches and commencement addresses at major 
universi(es and public ins(tu(ons, including the 2011 and 2024 undergraduate 
commencement ceremonies at UCLA, and the 2024 commencement ceremony at 
American University, where he spoke as both commencement speaker and gradua(ng 
master’s student. He has spoken publicly about the importance of labor advocacy and 
ar(s(c solidarity through his leadership within SAG-AFTRA, including discussions 



surrounding the union’s historic 2023 strike and the changing future of crea(ve work in 
the entertainment industry. 
 
Conven(on Appearances 
For decades, Sean has been a beloved presence at fan conventions and live events around 
the world, appearing at major comic, fantasy, film, and pop culture conventions celebrating 
projects including The Goonies, Rudy, The Lord of the Rings, and Stranger Things. Known 
for his warmth, humor, generosity, and genuine connection with audiences, Sean has 
become a fan-favorite guest at conventions internationally, participating in panels, live 
conversations, autograph signings, reunions, charity events, and behind-the-scenes 
discussions about filmmaking and storytelling. His convention appearances often blend 
nostalgia with comedy and emotional reflection, while highlighting his lifelong appreciation 
for the communities that have supported his career across generations of fans. 
 
Educa(on 
Sean’s educa(onal background reflects a lifelong commitment to both the arts and 
public service. He aHended the Crossroads School for Arts before con(nuing his ar(s(c 
training through master classes at the Stella Adler Academy of Ac(ng in Los Angeles 
with Stella Adler herself. Sean later graduated alongside his wife Chris(ne with honors 
from University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA), earning dual Bachelor of Arts degrees 
in History and English, with an emphasis in American Literature and Culture. Sean has 
also maintained a longstanding rela(onship with Los Angeles Valley College, serving on 
the Board of Directors for both the Patrons Associa(on and the Arts Council. Expanding 
his long(me interest in civic engagement and public policy, Sean earned a Master’s 
degree in Public Administra(on and Policy from American University in 2024. That same 
year, the university awarded him an honorary Doctor of Humane LeHers in recogni(on 
of his ar(s(c accomplishments, public advocacy, and ongoing commitment to service. 
 
Family 
Sean married Chris(ne Louise As(n (maiden name Harrell) on July 11, 1992. They have 
three daughters: Alexandra "Ali” Louise As(n, Elizabeth Louise As(n, and Isabella "Bella" 
Louise As(n. Chris(ne and all three girls share the middle name Louise, named aQer her 
mother Nancy Louise Miller and grandmother Louise Miller. The pair became 
inseparable aQer their first face-to-face mee(ng when she was 21 and he 19, in January 
1991. Since then, Sean and Chris(ne have fostered a (ghtly interwoven personal and 
professional partnership. The duo founded their produc(on company, Lava 
Entertainment in 1992, and are proud to be celebra(ng their 33rd year of marriage. His 
eldest, Ali As(n, is a Harvard educated actress who was featured in The Lord of the Rings 
and recently starred opposite her father in MaYer of Time (2026). His middle daughter, 
Elizabeth As(n, received degrees from Pepperdine and Harvard in Art History and 



Museum Studies. His youngest daughter, Isabella As(n, is a budding environmentalist 
earning her degree in Environmental Science and Communica(ons. 
 
Athlete 
A dedicated endurance athlete, Sean completed the Ironman World Championship in 
Kona, Hawaii in 2015. He has completed 13 marathons: Sean has been a long-distance 
runner since his teens as a member of his high school’s Varsity Cross-Country team. 
Sean’s marathons include the 2014 Marine Corps Marathon in Washington, DC, where 
he had the honor of officially star(ng the race, the 2015 Boston Marathon as a member 
of charity fundraising team MR8, and several LA Marathons. In 2012, while training for 
the LA Marathon, he began a social media campaign which he called Run3rd, to 
dedicate his runs to causes and ideas that maHered to him and his family. Run3rd grew 
to include a team of runners, walkers, and others who dedicate their ac(vi(es to the 
causes of others. A $25,000 grant from the Ironman Founda(on has allowed the charity 
to fund aQer-school running programs for children in underserved school districts. He 
has done numerous half marathons and countless 5Ks, 10Ks, and races of other 
distances. Sean successfully completed the Ironman World Championship Triathlon in 
Kona, Hawaii, in October 2015; the grueling event consisted of a 2.4 mile open ocean 
swim, a 112 mile bike race and a 26.2 mile marathon. 
 
Marathon and triathlon (mes 
March 29, 1998 Los Angeles Marathon 4:04:42  
March 21, 2010 Los Angeles Marathon 5:16:12  
March 18, 2012 Los Angeles Marathon 4:25:47  
March 17, 2013 Los Angeles Marathon 4:42:31  
June 16, 2013 San Francisco Marathon 5:03:53  
October 13, 2013 Chicago Marathon 4:31:05  
October 26, 2014 Marine Corps Marathon 4:30:56  
November 16, 2014 Las Vegas Rock N Roll Marathon 5:03:53  
January 11, 2015 Walt Disney World Marathon 4:55:21  
April 20, 2015 Boston Marathon 4:49:53 July 12, 2015  
Vineman 70.3 Triathlon swim 42:10; bike 3:25:51; run 2:54:43; total 7:25:19  
October 10, 2015 Ironman Kona World Championship Triathlon. swim 1:45:00, T1 9:21, 
bike 7:11:56, T2 17:52, run 6:06:22, Total 15:30:31.  
October 9, 2016 Portland Marathon 5:55:56  
November 6, 2016 New York City Marathon 6:02:33 
 
  

http://run3rd.blogspot.com/2015/10/sean-astins-ironman-world-championship.html


Family & Legacy 
 
The As(n Ac(ng Family 
 
Sean is a member of a mul(-genera(onal ac(ng family, which includes his mother (PaHy 
Duke), father (John As(n), brother (Mackenzie As(n), and daughter (Ali As(n). Sean is 
the son of Academy and mul(ple Emmy Award-Winning actress Anna "PaHy Duke" 
Pearce, who played iden(cal cousins PaHy and Cathy Lane on The PaYy Duke Show. His 
mother won an Academy Award for her portrayal of Helen Keller in The Miracle Worker 
(1962). She later starred as Neely O’Hara in Valley of the Dolls (1967). She spent her life 
working as an actor and mental health advocate, sharing her struggles with mental 
health in her books Call Me Anna and A Brilliant Madness. She served as President of 
the Screen Actors Guild (SAG) from 1985-1988.  
 
Sean’s adop(ve father, acclaimed actor John As(n, played Gomez Addams on the 
original Addams Family and was nominated for an Academy Award in the Live Ac(on 
Short Film Category for his direc(ng work on Prelude (1968). He is known for starring in 
Evil Roy Slade (1972), West Side Story (1961), Freaky Friday (1976) and The Frighteners 
(1996). John As(n served as Director of the Theater and Studies Program at Johns 
Hopkins University, teaching at the university from 2001 un(l 2021.  
 
Sean’s eldest daughter Ali As(n began ac(ng alongside her father at age 2 playing Sam’s 
daughter Elanor Gardner (Gamgee) in The Lord of the Rings: Return of the King. She 
trained at The Stella Adler Academy, UCB, Groundlings, Second City, and Harvard. Ali 
can be seen in film and t.v. (Candy Cane Lane opposite Eddie Murphy), (Miss ValenRne 
opposite The Office’s Kate Flannery), (Apple TV’s The Morning Show opposite Steve 
Carell). Ali acted with her father Sean in Bad Kids of Crestview Academy and as the 
roman(c lead of the sci-fi roman(c comedy MaYer of Time. Ali’s is now starring 
opposite Cole Sprouse in the indie dramedy Wake.  
 
Sean’s younger brother Mackenzie “Mack” As(n enjoys a thriving mo(on picture and 
television career. He began his career at a young age playing Andy MoffeH on The Facts 
of Life for which he won a Young Ar(st’s award in 1986. Mack went on to star in 
Disney’s Iron Will (1994), and be featured on television in Scandal, Rosewood, The 
Magicians, Homeland, Teenage Bounty Hunters, You, The Blacklist, The PiY, Landman, 
Lost, House, Psych, Grey’s Anatomy, Criminal Minds, NCIS, Mad Men, Agents of Shield, 
and The Orville. 
 
 
  



Sean’s Immediate Family 
 
Sean’s Wife, Chris(ne Louise As(n: 
Chris(ne As(n began her career as a producer, nominated for an Academy Award for 
her short film Kangaroo Court and has been hard at work at Lava Entertainment behind 
the scenes since. Chris(ne was born Chris(ne Louise Harrell to Nancy Miller and 
firefighter Frank Harrell on September 12, 1967 just outside LaPorte, Indiana. She grew 
up modeling and at the age of 17 she earned the (tle of Miss Teen Indiana (1984). She 
would later con(nue modeling in Los Angeles before star(ng her career in the film and 
television industry working at Special Ar(sts Agency as assistant to Elizabeth Dalling, 
CEO, senior partner and head of interna(onal and celebrity representa(on. AQer 
beginning her studies at Indiana University-Purdue University Indianapolis, Chris(ne 
graduated from UCLA with a B.A. in History and a B.A. in English American Literature and 
Culture. While raising her children, she has been deeply involved community service, 
working with the Girl Scouts of greater Los Angeles and local government, lending her 
ar(s(c talents to city beau(fica(on. Chris(ne now serves as Vice President and CFO of 
Lava Entertainment. Sean’s daughters have gone on to successful careers in the arts and 
beyond 
 
Sean’s eldest daughter, Ali As(n (Alexandra Louise As(n): 
Ali As(n is an actress who spends her (me off-screen as a scholar and development 
execu(ve. Ali graduated from Harvard University twice (B.A., Theater, Dance & Media, 
secondary in English) (Masters, Drama(c Arts) and is comple(ng her doctorate 
(University of Birmingham U.K., Drama(c Arts). When she is not ac(ng in film and 
television (see above sec(on “Ac(ng Family), Ali works alongside her sister Elizabeth to 
develop animated and live ac(on projects at Lava Entertainment. Ali is also a singer-
songwriter and recording ar(st whose songs from her debut album Take  1 have been 
featured in film and television (Project Dad, Unleashed, and Bad Kids of Crestview 
Academy). Ali was a John Harvard Scholar (top 5% of her class) and her scholarly 
research on ritual and emo(on access, regula(on, and agency won her Harvard’s Dean’s 
Prize for Outstanding Thesis in the Humani(es. 
 
Sean’s middle daughter, Elizabeth Louise As(n: 
Elizabeth As(n graduated with honors from Pepperdine University with a degree in Art 
History with a minor in Film. Elizabeth is pursuing her Masters in Museum Studies at 
Harvard aQer pursuing several internships in her undergraduate career. Elizabeth 
worked with Abbot Entertainment as a Script Reading Intern; a founda(on she builds on 
in her role at Lava Entertainment, working on early-stage development of IP. Elizabeth 
also received a GeHy Museum Internship as the GeHy Marrow Curatorial Intern, where 
she was offered a job as an Archival and Collec(ons Intern at the Frederick R. Weisman 



Museum of Art in Los Angeles. Elizabeth’s research on the impact of technology in art, 
specifically dealing with digital replica(on including AI and physical modeling garnered 
her recogni(on as a Dean’s List scholar with highest honors at Pepperdine University. 
 
Sean’s youngest daughter, Isabella “Bella” Louise As(n: 
Bella As(n is an environmentalist and environmental filmmaker with mul(ple published 
ar(cles on topics ranging from wildlife conserva(on to environmental policy. Bella 
began her work as a Research and Communica(ons intern with the Felidae Conserva(on 
Fund, later interning for Defenders of Wildlife as their Center for Conserva(on 
Innova(on Policy Intern. Bella worked with American Rivers as a Communica(ons Intern 
and contributed to the Sierra Club’s Stop ClearcuXng Campaign. Bella’s published 
ar(cles are featured on the American Rivers’ website and her media work on Saving the 
Pink Fairy Armadillo was presented by the Founda(on for Interna(onal Aid to Animals 
(FIAA Argen(na). Bella is comple(ng her degree in Environmental Science and 
Communica(ons at the University of Santa Barbara.  
 


